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THE EPISTLE OF JAMES 
INTRODUCTION, BACKGROUND, AND CONTEXT (James 1:1) 

 
BIBLE STUDY RESOURCES 
 Holy Bible 
 JAMES Teaching Schedule 
 Participant Questionnaire/Worksheet 
 Outline of the Epistle of James 

 
TOPICS  
Author, Audience/Addressees, Date Written, Setting, Occasion/Purpose for 
Writing, Message and Major Themes: Living faith, Trials, Law of Love, Wise 
Speech, Wealth    
 
OPEN IT QUESTIONS 
A. What evidence would you need to show that an individual has genuine faith 

in Jesus Christ? 
             

            
             

 
B. What does the phrase “faith without works is dead” mean to you?  
             

            
             

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
In this epistle James addresses practical issues that are as current as this 
morning’s newspaper, and yet his challenges are not dated. The timeless 
truth that James presents is that Christians must put their faith into 
action. The faith that Christians claim must be demonstrated in all the 
situations and circumstances of life—at work, at home, in the 
neighborhood, in church. Trials and hardships are not to be seen as 
hindrances to faith, but as opportunities to exercise healthy faith. 
Knowing God’s Word is not enough. That knowledge must be applied to 
our everyday lives. Real faith is the application of God’s truth to us. 
 

http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Believe&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Believe&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Believe&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
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BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT (James 1:1) 
1. Who wrote the Epistle of James? (1:1) 
             
             
              
 
2. To whom was the Epistle written? (1:1) [See Maps] 
             
             
              
 
3. Approximately when was the Epistle written?  
             
             
              
 
4. What is the setting in which the Epistle was written (location, religion, 

economics, and politics)?  
             
             
              
 
5. What was the occasion or purpose for writing the Epistle? 
             
             
              
  
6. What is the main message in this epistle? 
             
             
              
 
7. What are the major themes in this Epistle? 
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8. What is the importance of each major theme in this epistle for today? 
  
 Living Faith 
             
             
              
  

Trials and Temptations 
             
             
              
 

 The law of love 
             
             
              
  

 Wise speech 
             
             
              
 

Wealth  
             
             
              
 
 
 
Adult Questions for LESSONmaker. 
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James 1:1

A. What evidence would you need to 
show that an individual has 
genuine faith in Jesus Christ?
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B. What does the phrase “faith 
without works is dead” mean to 
you? 
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Background and Context

James 1:1

In this epistle James addresses practical issues that are as 
current as this morning’s newspaper, and yet his challenges are 
not dated. The timeless truth that James presents is that 
Christians must put their faith into action. The faith that 
Christians claim must be demonstrated in all the situations and 
circumstances of life—at work, at home, in the neighborhood, 
in church. Trials and hardships are not to be seen as hindrances 
to faith, but as opportunities to exercise healthy faith. Knowing 
God’s Word is not enough. That knowledge must be applied to 
our everyday lives. Real faith is the application of God’s truth 
to us.
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Background and Context

James 1:1

As you read this epistle from James, focus on 
those areas that he mentioned: your actions 
during trials, your treatment of those less 
fortunate, the way you speak and relate to 
others, and the role that money plays in how 
you live your life. Allow James to encourage 
you to do good, according to the faith you 
proclaim.
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1This letter is from James, a slave of God 
and of the Lord Jesus Christ. I am writing 
to the “twelve tribes”—Jewish believers 
scattered abroad. Greetings!

1. Who wrote the Epistle of James? (1:1)
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James (the English equivalent of Iakobos or Jacob) was a 
common Jewish name; in fact, two of Jesus’ twelve 
apostles were named James (Matthew 10:2-4):

 James the son of Zebedee [died in A.D 44 (Acts 12:2)]
 James the son of Alphaeus (Matt. 10:3)
 Tradition attributes the biblical letter to the man Paul 

calls "James, the Lord’s brother" (Galatians 1:19). 
LESSONmaker Introductions.
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http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+10%3A2-4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Gal+1%3A19


Background and Context
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The book begins with the straightforward statement, “James, 
a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ” (1:1). The 
author assumes that his readers (called “the twelve tribes 
scattered among the nations”) would know his identity. This 
James, the author, must have been someone well-known, 
with stature and authority in the early church. James, the 
brother of Jesus and the leader of the Jerusalem church, is the 
obvious choice. This is also the traditional view (since early 
in the third century) and the belief of most biblical scholars 
today.
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2. To whom was the Epistle written? (1:1) 

1This letter is from James, a slave of God 
and of the Lord Jesus Christ. I am writing 
to the “twelve tribes”—Jewish believers 
scattered abroad. Greetings!
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Jesus had told his followers to spread the faith beyond
Jerusalem, to “Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth” (Acts 1:8). In the Olivet discourse Jesus predicted 
terrible persecution and the eventual destruction of 
Jerusalem (Luke 21:5-24)—Jesus knew that his followers 
would be scattered. The persecution began soon after Jesus’ 
ascension. Whether or not these early Christians were ready, 
many of them were forced to spread throughout the Roman 
Empire (Acts 8:1). They traveled to Samaria, and “as far as 
Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch of Syria” (Acts 11:19).

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+1%3A8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+21%3A5-24
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+8%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+11%3A19


Source: Map used by 
permission of
Casual English Bible © 
@CasualEnglishBible.com 
4/18/2022



Background and Context
James 1:1

A
U

D
IE

N
C

E

James, as the leader of the Jerusalem Christian 
community and as shepherd to a scattered flock, wrote 
to this large group of Jewish believers in Christ who 
were living far beyond the walls of Jerusalem. Thus, he 
addressed his letter, “To Jewish Christians scattered 
among the nations” (1:1). Because this letter was written 
early in the life of the church (before Paul’s missionary 
journeys), nearly all of the believers would have been 
Jewish, but it is a book for all Christians, both Jewish 
and Gentile believers.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A1
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3. Approximately when was the Epistle to 
James written? 
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James wrote this book about A.D. 47–49.
Scholars generally believe that James wrote this 
epistle early, rather than later, in the 1st Century AD 
because there is no mention of or reference to  
several key events, people, and places associated 
with the early development of the Christian 
movement.  
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N No mention of the Jewish/Gentile controversy of 
the fifties and sixties (James moderated this special 
Sanhedrin Council in AD 50 - Acts 15)

No mention of the apostle Paul or references to his 
writings. 

James does not discuss false teachings as did Paul, 
Peter, Jude, and John.
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Place - James probably wrote this letter from 
Jerusalem, where he lived. Jerusalem was the 
holy city of the Jews, the focus of the nation’s 
political and religious life. 

Religion - James wrote from a city in religious 
turmoil, with opposition from Sadducees, 
legalistic Pharisees, and a vengeful high priest. 
Christians were a persecuted minority.
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Politics - James wrote from a city in political turmoil, 
in a land where the people lived under foreign rule, in 
occupied territory. Christians were powerless in the 
community. Often, they had to accept their lot and live 
quiet testimonies within a hostile atmosphere.

Economics - James wrote from a city with an unstable 
economy and from a people with very few material 
resources. The Christians in Jerusalem were poor.
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These believers did not yet have the 
support of established Christian 
churches.
James, as a concerned leader, wrote to 
encourage [the scattered Jews] in their 
faith during this difficult time. 
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These believers did not yet have the 
support of established Christian 
churches.
James, as a concerned leader, wrote to 
encourage [the scattered Jews] in their 
faith during this difficult time. 
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The faith that Christians claim must be demonstrated 
in all the situations and circumstances of life.

Trials and hardships are not to be seen as hindrances 
to faith, but as opportunities to exercise healthy 
faith. 

Knowing God’s word is not enough. That knowledge 
must be applied to our everyday lives. 

Real faith is the application of God’s truth to us.
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The major themes covered in this letter are, 

Living faith

Trials and Temptations

The law of love

Wise speech

Wealth 
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IMPORTANCE FOR TODAY!
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Living faith (1:19–2:26)
The application of this theme in the book of James is 
clear: the church must continually call people to genuine 
faith in Christ—faith that results in changed lives. And 
individual Christians should evaluate their level of 
obedience to their Master and recommit to doing the 
good works that result from being saved.

How deep is your faith? Do you merely know a lot about 
God, or do you really know him? Do you have a 
superficial faith, or do you have a deep trust?
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Trials and Temptations (1:2–18; 5:7–11)
Today, James would urge us, like his first-century 
readers, to see our trials as tests of faith that can help us 
grow and mature (1:3–4, 12). He would also tell us, 
however, to distinguish between external trials and 
internal temptations, which are rooted in the sinful 
nature (1:13–15). These self-centered desires must be 
resisted, and we should focus on God and his love and 
truth and not on ourselves (1:16–18). 
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Trials and Temptations (1:2–18; 5:7–11)
There is also a clear application for local 
churches. During difficult times, they should be 
on guard for Satan’s attacks as he tries to cause 
division and strife.
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The law of love (1:27; 2:8–17; 3:17–18; 4:11–12; 
5:19–20)
James would be the first to emphasize the 
importance of having piety and purity in the midst 
of a twisted and morally depraved society (1:21–
27; 4:4)—and certainly our society fits that 
description. But we can be so obsessed with 
keeping our hands clean and being separate from 
the world that we fail to reach out to those in need.
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Wise speech (1:19, 26; 3:1–18; 4:11–16; 5:9, 12)
Today, almost any believer can have a teaching role in 
the church as pastor, elder, Sunday school teacher, youth 
sponsor, small group leader, counselor, or Bible study 
teacher. And even if they don’t have a recognized 
teaching position in the church, mature Christians 
should teach and encourage new believers in the faith. 
To these teachers in our churches, James would say, 
“What is the source of your teaching? Where is the 
wisdom? Watch what you say and make sure it is from 
God.”
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Wealth (1:9–12; 2:1–7; 5:1–6)
Unfortunately, the church often reflects its 
own culture. Most Western churches today are 
not poor, like the Jerusalem church. Instead, 
they are rich by comparison. Additionally, 
many churches and media “evangelists” also 
seem to be focused on money, catering to the 
rich and urging generous contributions. God’s 
values are turned upside down.
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Wealth (1:9–12; 2:1–7; 5:1–6)
James’s message hits home. People are foolish 
(both Christians and non-Christians) to spend 
their lives on money. Chasing wealth is a 
futile pursuit because in God’s eyes money is 
worth so little in comparison with what is 
important and valuable in life—seeking his 
kingdom and righteousness (Matthew 6:33). 
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Wealth (1:9–12; 2:1–7; 5:1–6)
God will supply all our needs (Philippians 
4:19), so we should trust him and live as he 
says. Money is important, but God tells us not 
to worry about it, because he will take care of 
us. The main trap of accumulating wealth is 
that it can give a false sense of security; that 
is, we can begin to trust in money instead of 
God. 
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Money is the way people get what they need 
in this world, but God owns it all—we should 
worship him, not the cash. We need to get our 
values straight.
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Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not 
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15 KJV).

James 1:2-18
Trials and Temptations

James 1:19-27
Listening and Doing
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PRAYER



The Epistle of James 
Outline 

I. Trials and temptations  (1:1-18)  

II. Listening and doing  (1:19-27)  

III. Favoritism forbidden  (2:1-13)  

IV. Faith and deeds  (2:14-26)  

V. Taming the tongue  (3:1-12)  

VI. Two kinds of wisdom  (3:13-18)  

VII. Humbling oneself to God  (4:1-17)  

VIII. Warning to the rich  (5:1-6)  

IX. Patience  (5:7-12)  

X. Prayer in faith  (5:13-20)  

 
LESSONmaker Outlines. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A1-18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+1%3A19-27
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+2%3A1-13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+2%3A14-26
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+3%3A1-12
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+3%3A13-18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+4%3A1-17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A1-6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A7-12
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jas+5%3A13-20
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